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JavaScript	is	disabled	for	your	browser.	Some	features	of	this	site	may	not	work	without	it.	Go	to	the	main	content	Ignore	NAV	Destination	First	Published	7	October	2009	The	search	Article	Waltz	is	generally	seen	as	one	of	the	most	important	supporters	of	a	systemic	theory	of	international	policy	that	emphasizes	the	importance	of	international
anarchy	and	internal	political	marginalism.	Identification	WaltzÃ	¢	s	thinking	against	debates	within	realism	in	1950,	and	the	design	in	particular	on	its	neglected	foreign	policy	and	democratic	policy,	this	article	claims	that	WaltzÃ	¢	s	thought	contains	in	reality	powerful	national	political	dimensions	that	center	on	a	defense	of	democratic	foreign
policies.	Instead	of	marginalizing	the	internal	politics,	WaltzÃ	¢	s	theory	Ã	¢	and	its	criticism	of	classical	realism	Ã	¢	is	partly	actually	a	subtle	intervention	in	internal	policy.	Kenneth	N.	WaltzÃ	¢	s	Theory	of	international	politics	profoundly	influenced	international	relations	theory.	The	structural	realism	developed	by	Waltz	claims	that	the	anarchist
system	and	the	distribution	of	capacity	are	powerful	constraints	and	incentives	that	produce	SamenessÃ	¢	Ã	¢	in	the	behavior	of	states.	For	Waltz,	international	relations	is	anarchist	and	non-hierarchical,	populated	by	functionally	similar	units,	and	the	structure	of	the	international	system	or	polarity	varies	according	to	the	distribution	of	the	abilities.
The	anarchist	nature	of	the	international	system,	and	the	hypotheses	that	states	one	to	be	minimal,	seek	their	preservation	¢	and	are	socialized	to	imitate	the	other,	allows	Waltz	to	explain	recurring	international	models	and	results,	such	as	power	balances,	war	preparation	of	Several	power	distributions,	and	the	recurrent	Alliance	training	(1979:	118;
for	realist	foreign	policy	theories,	see	the	classical	realism	literature	like	Gulick	1955;	Wolfers	1962	Morganhau	1963	Tucidide	1982;	and	neoclassical	realism	including	Friedberg	1988;	Snyder	1991;	Wohlforth	1993	;	Christensen	1996;	Elman	1996;	Rose	1998;	Schweller	2006;	Rathbun	2008;	Lobell	et	al	2009).	WaltzÃ	¢	s	structural	realism	influenced
many	of	the	main	debates	in	the	fields	in	the	1980s	and	1990	including	neoliberal	institutionalism	(Keohane	1984;	OYE	1986;	Baldwin	1993;	ruggie	1993);	The	Agenta	(WENDT	1987;	Dessler	1989)	debate;	the	meaning	of	non-state	actors	(Krasner	1983);	And	more	recently,	the	new	international	hierarchy	studies	(Lake	2003;	2009;	Hobson	and
Sharman	2005),	and	the	degenerative	controversy	research	program	(Vasquez	1997;	LEGRO	and	MORAVCSIK	1999).	Criticism	and	dissatisfaction	for	WaltzÃ	¢	s	structural	realism	(ruggie	1983;	Ashley	1986;	Keohane	1986;	Buzan	et	al	1993)	fueled	the	constructivist	,,	IDEANATIVE,	and	cultural	research	programs	InnenPolitik	(WENDT	1992;
Goldstein	and	Keohane	1993;	Rosecrance	and	Stein	1993;	Katzenstein	1996;	Adler	and	Barnett	1998;	Guzzini	1998).	Derived	from	the	WaltzÃ	¢	s	structural	realism,	structural	realist	theorists	can	be	divided	into	two	competing	versions	with	the	hypotheses	and	competition	policy	requirements:	offensive	realism	and	defensive	realism	(for	revisions	of
this	literature	see	Lynn-Jones	and	Miller	1995;	Frankel	1996;	Miller	1996;	Brooks	1997;	Taliaferro	2000/01;	James	2002;	Walt	2002;	Schweller	2003;	Nexon	2009;	the	terms	Ã	¢	aggressive	¢	and	a	defensive	realism	¢	Originally	appeared	in	Jack	SnyderÃ	¢	s	myths	of	empire)	.	A	distinction	between	these	two	versions	of	realism	is	the	role	of	the
international	anarchist	system	and	if	encourages	states	to	maximize	their	safety	or	to	maximize	their	power	and	influence.	A	second	distinction	is	whether	to	conquer	and	pay	expansion,	and	more	generally,	the	cause	of	the	pathological	condition	behavior	including	Overexpansion,	selfencirclement	and	hyperextension.	A	final	distinction	is	if	the	states
are	mainly	revisionist	their	intentions,	or	Assume	that	they	are,	or	if	the	states	are	mainly	motivated	â	€
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