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New	grass	stopped	growing

zeb	andrews	/	getty	shade	images	is	useful	to	keep	our	homes	fresh	and	provide	responsiveness	from	heat	when	we	spend	time	out.	but	when	it	comes	to	growing	grass,	the	shadow	can	present	some	challenges.	we	checked	with	joe	churchill,	senior	herbal	specialist	with	Wisconsin-based	reinders,	inc,.	for	his	advice	on	which	herbs	grow	better	in	the
shade	and	how	to	make	better	than	growth	happen.	How	can	the	grass	grow	in	the	shade?	the	grass	growing	well	in	the	shade	is	extremely	efficient	in	photosynthesis,	the	process	of	production	of	chlorophyll	that	triggers	growth	in	organisms	including	grass,	plants	and	trees,	says	churchill.	sunlight	is	always	necessary	for	this	process,	but	in
quantities	and	variable	strengths,	depending	on	plant	species.	some	types	of	herbs	perform	better	in	full	or	partial	sun,	while	others	grow	better	in	in	indirect	sun	to	heavy	shadows.	Note	that	there	are	advantages	that	come	with	a	partially	shaded	situation,	too.	“It	feels	that	the	grass	is	dry	too	quickly,”	says	churchill.	“In	a	cycle	of	drought,	very	often
the	most	beautiful	grass	is	in	the	shade	because	it	is	protected	by	heat	and	cooking	in	the	sun”.	which	types	of	grass	grow	well	in	shadows?	when	you	consider	growing	grass	in	shade,	a	factor	to	consider	is	your	climate.	for	warm	climates	of	season	(optimum	growth	temperature	between	80	and	95	f)	the	lawn	institute	recommends	the	following
varieties,	starting	from	the	most	shady	tolerant:	sant'agostino,	centipedegrass,	zoysia,	bahiagrass,	ruggrass	and	bermudagrass.	in	the	climates	of	fresh	season	(optimum	temperature	of	growth	between	60	and	75	f,)	and	again,	from	the	most	shady	tolerant,	consider	fine	fescue,	bentgrass,	kentucky	bluegrass,	high	fescue	or	perennial	ryegrass	"	the	key
to	improving	the	cover	of	grass	in	shadow	is	to	be	sure	that	you	are	giving	every	possible	possibility	by	choosing	not	only	the	species	that	arebut	also	within	the	species	there	are	varieties	that	are	more	loving	shadow	than	others,”	says	churchill.	tips	to	growin	the	Shade	The	solution,	says	Churchill,	depends	on	the	type	of	shadow	it	is	with.	If	the
shadow	is	from	a	building	or	structure,	the	grass	will	probably	remain	damp	longer	and	does	not	require	much	water	at	all	since	it	is	getting	so	little	sunlight.	If	the	shadow	is	from	a	tree,	you	have	challenges:	The	tree	acts	as	an	umbrella,	moving	rainwater	from	the	grass	below,	and	competes	with	grass	for	underground	water.	Churchill	suggests	two
things	that	allow	more	sunlight	and	rainwater	to	pass	through	the	branches	and	reach	the	ground:	lift	the	canopy	of	the	tree,	or	remove	lower	branches	to	create	porous	shadow.	He	also	suggests	supervision	(providing	grass	seed	to	an	existing	lawn)	or	reseeding	(replanting	grass	seed)	under	trees	to	increase	density.	And	there's	always	the
possibility	that	your	yard	doesn't	have	enough	sunlight	to	grow	grass.	“It’s	where	you	throw	the	towel	on	the	grass	and	you	look	at	the	non-herbal	vegetation	and	covers	that	do	much	better	in	low	light	than	even	the	most	tolerant	grass	in	the	shade,”	says	Churchill.	He	suggests	you	consult	your	local	garden	center	or	extension	service	for	land	cover
recommendations	that	best	fit	your	geography	and	landscape.	In	addition	to	the	subsoil,	other	options	can	be	shade-loving	perennials,	and	also	wood	chips	or	river	rock.	The	Family	Handyman	Senior	Editor,	Travis	Larson,	shows	you	the	right	way	to	resell	a	naked	place	in	your	lawn.	Originally	Published:	August	27,	2018	The	damped	sunlight	is	better
than	no	sunlight.	If	you	have	trees	in	your	yard,	you	probably	met	the	challenges	of	trying	to	grow	grass	in	the	shade.	The	meadows	have	problems	in	the	shaded	areas	for	several	reasons:	Most	grass	lawn	needs	4-6	hours	of	sunlight	per	day.	Shade-tolerant	varieties	can	handle	less,	butgrass	will	grow	in	full	shade.	Repaired	and	shady	weeds	tend	to
be	weak,	spiny	and	less	able	to	recover	from	stress.	In	nature,	survival	is	all	about	eternity,	and	mature	trees	and	shrubs	are	rigid	competition.	competition.most	of	the	roots	of	the	trees	are	at	the	top	a	few	feet	of	soil,	so	the	meadows	hardly	bear	a	chance	under	large	trees	established.	While	trees	mature,	the	soil	below	them	decreases	in	quality,	and
you	can	not	until	or	add	soil	without	damaging	the	tree.	Trees	throw	rain	water,	so	the	ground	under	the	trees	tends	to	be	drier	than	the	rest	of	your	lawn.	At	the	same	time,	the	areas	under	the	trees	have	less	air	circulation,	which	makes	the	area	more	humid	and	susceptible	to	the	disease.	Leaf	litter	and	pine	needles	can	choke	grass	from	lawn	and
often	increase	the	pH	of	the	soil.	It	is	okay	to	face	the	shaded	areas	in	your	courtyard:	Erba	Selection:	Some	herbs,	such	as	Fine	Fescue	and	St.	Augustine,	do	better	in	the	shade	of	others,	and	there	are	specific	tolerant	blends	available	as	well.	Bear	in	mind	that	all	the	herbs	need	a	little	sun,	so	also	shaded-tolerant	will	need	some	partial	solar	filter
through	the	trees.	Try	to	naturalize	shaded	areas.	Naturalize:	If	you	have	a	deep	shadow,	you	should	really	consider	giving	up	the	battle.	Naturalize	the	area	with	ground	cover	or	add	mulch	plants	and	shading	plants.	Do	not	add	too	much	soil,	or	you	will	risk	damage	to	the	roots	of	the	tree.	Thin	tree:	The	thickening	of	your	trees	will	allow	more	air
and	sunlight	to	penetrate	under	them.	Leaves:	Keep	the	leaves	under	the	raked	trees	to	prevent	the	grass	from	being	suffocated.	Mowing:	Set	the	lawnmower	blades	as	high	as	possible	when	mowing	shading	areas	to	leave	more	than	grass	blade	for	photosynthesis.	Water:	Make	sure	the	shaded	areas	get	enough	water,	but	water	deeply	and	rarely	to
keep	the	disease	at	a	minimum.	Fertilization:	Use	about	half	of	fertilizer	in	shady	spots	like	other	areas	of	the	lawn.	Herbicides:	Don't.chemical	weed	killers	or	any	other	product	that	could	underline	the	lawn.	Reduce	traffic:	Consider	adding	stepping	stones	or	pavers	to	keep	foot	traffic	off	the	grass.	Test	Soil:	Do	a	soil	test	to	see	if	it	is	necessary	to
adjust	the	pH	of	the	soil.	Surveillance:	Apply	the	extra	seed	as	necessary	to	thicken	your	turf.	Further	information	1	What	is	it?Superstition	on	your	left	ring?	2	The	symbolism	of	water	in	literature:	what	does	water	symbolize?	3	Main	US	Presidents	paid	throughout	history	4	How	many	gallons	does	64	Fluid	Eggs	equal?	5	30	Less	recent	facts	about	the
prince,	favorite	star	of	Funk	If	your	property	has	a	significant	slope	of	15	percent	or	more,	you	may	consider	planting	grass	on	your	lawn	as	a	method	of	stopping	erosion.	However,	sowing	chives	may	not	be	the	simplest	or	best	choice.	Not	only	is	it	difficult	to	keep	the	grass	seed	in	place	long	enough	for	it	to	experiment	with	successful	germination,
but	most	varieties	of	tuft	grass	are	unrooted	and	therefore	not	well	adapted	to	difficult	conditions	a	slope	can	present.	In	addition,	lawn	seed	equipment	makers	warn	that	mowing	on	a	hill	is	difficult	and	can	actually	cause	damage	to	your	mower	(if	you	do	not	have	an	oil	pump,	oil	can	not	circulate	properly	during	an	extended	hill	session,	which	can
ruin	the	engine).	All	that	considered,	you	are	not	completely	out	of	luck	-	while	traditional	grass	can	not	be	the	ideal	option	for	your	property,	there	are	several	herbs	that	can	thrive	in	that	exact	area.	The	best	grass	for	your	site	varies	depending	on	your	location.	If	your	land	is	in	a	dry	and	warm	area	of	the	United	States,	buffalo	grass	is	a	good
choice.	The	species	has	long	roots,	grows	relatively	slowly,	requires	less	mowing	than	most	herbs,	and	is	tolerant	to	drought.	For	northern	areas	with	more	rain	and	cooler	climate,	consider	a	mixture	that	boasts	a	significant	amount	of	creepy	red	fescue.	It	is	made	for	a	large	shaded	grass,	and	is	equally	attractive	chewed	and	unmoved.	The	rooted
"bunching"	herbs	also	work	well	on	the	hills.	Some	top	choices	among	these	herbsinclude	bluestem,	dropseed	prairie,	sideoats	grama,	orchardgrass	and	Indiangrass.	when	you	consider	how	to	plant	the	hill	grass,	there	are	several	methods	that	could	work—the	best	depends	entirely	on	your	specific	specificand	the	situation.	If	you	are	transmitting
seed	in	a	newly	prepared	site	with	melted	topsoil,	simply	mix	the	seed	in	the	ground.	Although	this	may	require	additional	seed,	mixing	the	two	together	improves	the	chances	that	even	after	some	erosion,	there	will	still	be	seed.	Cover	the	hill	with	straw	after	sowing.	If	the	degree	of	your	landscape	is	less	than	25	percent,	a	slice	sower	can	work.	The
instrument,	which	seems	almost	half	a	mower	pushed,	makes	small	cracks	in	the	earth	and	puts	the	seed	directly	into	the	ground,	not	on	the	surface.	This	can	help	the	roots	of	the	grass	to	settle	stronger	and	deeper	in	the	soil,	making	it	more	likely	to	last	through	inclement	or	non-seasonal	time.	Really	difficult	landscapes	can	benefit	from	"lanket
seeding",	which	ensures	the	seeds	on	the	ground	using	"blankets"	made	from	various	natural	or	biodegradable	materials,	such	as	curlex	or	coir.	In	this	way,	seeds	are	kept	long	enough	to	germinate	and	successfully	establish	without	being	disturbed.	Kathleen	Groll	Connolly	When	in	doubt,	sometimes	live	plants	are	the	best	way	to	green	on	a	hill.
Varieties	such	as	bermudagrass,	centipedegrass,	or	zoysiagrass	are	all	frequently	started	by	sprouts,	a	method	in	which	the	living	roots	are	distributed	in	the	soil	using	a	rake.	They	have	a	higher	success	rate	of	seed	on	difficult	sites	since	the	plant	is	already	alive.	Keep	in	mind,	it	may	take	about	six	months	to	a	year	to	reach	cover	with	the	shoots,
however.	Similarly,	"plugs"	grass,	also	a	common	method,	are	small	plants	usually	cultivated	in	trays	from	36	to	72	units	with	five-inch	deep	roots.	When	planted	on	the	hill,	grass	thorns	have	a	success	rate	which	is	usually	much	higher	than	surface	sowing,	although	the	expense	is	higher.	In	the	northern	climates,	hot	and	cold	season	herbs
areinstalled	on	the	hills	by	thorns.	Finally,	keep	in	mind	that	grass	and	grass	plantations	are	just	a	way	to	cover	a	steep	hill.	hill.nature	would	cover	those	steep	areas	with	trees,	shrubs,	or	other	plants.	Consider	a	mixed	plantation	of	native	trees	or	shrubs	as	an	alternative	to	a	covered	landing	of	grass.	Stickpen/Wikimedia	Commons/Public	domain
Kathleen	Groll	Connolly	Although	it	is	a	lot	of	work,	long-term	maintenance	of	a	hilly	property	will	be	much	easier	if	you	run	a	little	big	landscape	remodeling.	By	installing	one	or	more	containment	walls	along	the	slope	of	your	property,	you	can	convert	a	long,	steep	hill	into	a	series	of	plateaus,	where	small	areas	of	plain,	easy	to	care	for	lawn	can	be
planted.	If	they	are	large	enough,	these	flat	spaces	can	also	serve	as	recreational	areas	(such	as	a	place	for	a	patio	or	a	lawn	swing),	or	you	can	transform	this	flat	terrain	into	gardens	for	vegetables	or	flowers.	Herv	Bois/EyeEm/Getty	Images	One	of	the	most	exasperating	landscape	challenges	for	homeowners	can	be	what	seems	like	it	should	be	the
easiest	of	homework:	cultivation	of	grass.	For	many,	however,	the	growing	grass	is	not	so	easy.	Sometimes	the	problem	is	bare	spots	where	the	grass	refuses	stubbornly	to	grow.	In	other	cases,	the	whole	lawn	—	despite	hours	of	effort	and	money	spent	on	grass	seed,	fertilizers	and	pre-emergent	—	resembles	a	field	filled	with	grass.	(And	for	some
people,	a	well	sewn	grass	lawn	works	just	fine.)	But	a	nasty	lawn	can	be	particularly	frustrating	for	homeowners	who	have	a	neighbor	with	a	street	landscape	that	seems	to	belong	to	the	cover	of	a	house	and	garden	magazine	or	for	people	who	have	to	comply	with	strict	rules	of	house	association	(HOA).	It	is	not	unusual	for	HOA	alliances,	for	example,
to	require	that	a	percentage	of	the	property	is	not	only	grass,	but	grass	cultivated	and	cut	in	a	certain	way.	But	if	I	can't	grow	grass,	no	matter	how	muchWhile	your	first	instinct	might	be	to	wonder	what	you're	doing	wrong,	don't	be	too	fast	to	blame	yourself.	There's	a	good	chance	it's	not	your	fault.	"Sometimes,	the	sites	are	not	favorable	for	the
turf,"	said	Clint	Waltz,	aturfgrass	specialist	at	the	research	and	education	center	Turfgrass	University	of	Georgia	in	Griffin,	Georgia.	"You	are	willing	to	accept	that	every	time	you	show	up."	Waltz	said	there	are	five	main	reasons	that	grass	will	not	grow.	Here's	how	he	ranks	them	according	to	the	conditions	he	meets	when	he	visits	the	property
owners	who	called	him	for	help.	1.	Lack	of	sunlight	or	shaded	environment	2.	Contest	from	tree	roots	3.	Compact	earth	4.	Underground	objects	(a	variation	of	a	theme	with	n.	2)	5.	The	lack	of	air	flow,	which	Waltz	also	calls	air	drainage	In	these	situations,	Waltz	said	he	tells	the	landlords	probably	the	last	thing	they	want	to	hear.	"I	had	to	tell	people
that	this	is	not	a	suitable	place	for	the	turf,"	he	said.	"It	would	be	nice	if	it	was,	but	it's	not.	The	grass	will	always	be	a	challenge.	To	help	you	overcome	Waltz's	five	main	challenges	to	grow	grass,	here	is	a	look	at	each	of	them	and	what	it	suggests	to	do	about	them.	SimontheSorcerer	/	Shutterstock	The	first	thing	to	do	when	the	grass	is	not	growing
well	—	or	not	at	all	—	is	not	looking	down,	advises	Waltz.	Look	up.	The	most	common	problem	you	see	with	turf	problem	is	a	lack	of	sunlight.	Trees	that	are	matured,	hedges	that	have	been	planted	as	privacy	screens	or	even	neighboring	buildings	are	examples	of	objects	that	throw	too	much	shadow	on	the	grassy	carpet	lover	of	the	sun	-	although	it
was	not	always	the	case.	"Many	times	people	will	tell	me:	"God,	I	had	the	most	beautiful	lawn	15	years	ago,"	Waltz	said.	"What	they	tend	to	forget	is	that	landscapes	mature	with	time.	So,	that	small	oak	tree	or	maple	that	was	about	high	head	and	just	5	feet	tall	15	years	ago	is	now	25	feet	tall,	and	grew	up	in	about	an	8	inch	gauge	tree."	In	situations
like	this,	he	said	that	homeowners	will	lose	grass	with	time	as	themature	and	the	areas	that	once	were	in	full	sun	gradually	become	more	shadier	and	shadier.	"This	is	a	very	common	thing,"	waltz	said.	"the	landscapes	mature,	and	those	meadows	that	seemed	good	10,	15,	20	years	ago	are	notso	well	now."	A	similar	problem	can	happen	when	a
landlord	plants	a	grass	that	loves	the	sun	in	a	landscape	that	already	has	mature	trees.	It	is	important	for	homeowners	to	remember	that	the	mantra	right	plant	horticulture,	Destro	place	applies	to	grass	as	much	as	any	other	plant,	said	Waltz.	It	is	necessary	to	put	the	right	plant	—	grass,	in	this	case	—	in	the	right	place	to	have	some	reasonable
expectations	of	success,	it	has	emphasized.	"If	you	don't,	you'll	have	problems	and	it'll	be	a	struggle."	Fortunately	for	homeowners,	there	is	diversity	within	the	species	of	turf.	While	some	grass	plants	require	eight	hours-plus	full	sun	per	day	during	the	growth	season,	others	are	well	to	manage	limited	light.	All	species	of	hot	grass-season	—	Bermuda
grass	is	an	example	—	perform	well	in	full	sun.	But	some	hot	seasonal	herbs	can	manage	limited	light	environments,	or	even	shade.	Some	zoysia	herbs	can	take	five	or	five	hours	and	a	half	of	sunshine	during	the	growing	season	to	maintain	what	Waltz	calls	commercial	acceptability.	If	the	shadow	is	why	you	can't	get	the	grass	to	grow,	Waltz	offers
different	remedies.	The	first	solution	assumes	that	you	will	not	cut	off	the	offensive	tree	or	hedge.	This	solution	would	be	to	find	a	more	tolerant	turf	for	your	environment.	Another	option	would	be	to	increase	your	sewing	height	a	little	in	the	shaded	areas.	But	if	you	have	a	grass	that	loves	the	sun	as	the	Bermuda	grass	and	part	of	the	lawn	is	not
growing	well	because	the	problem	area	is	in	shadow,	the	solution	will	be	to	remove	the	grassy	carpet.	In	this	case,	Waltz	suggests	changing	your	landscape	design	and	extending	the	bed	line	to	include	the	shaded	area.	Then,	in	the	area	inside	the	new	line	of	bed	where	the	grass	was	not	growing	well,	it	recommends	to	plantof	land	tolerant	in	the
shade	as	liriope	or	world	grass,	or	simply	cover	the	extended	bed	with	a	bark	straw	or	pine	or	a	pine	straw	that	is	popular	in	the	region	of	the	country	where	you	live.	The	grass	canperform	badly	in	sections	of	the	lawn	near	the	trees,	hedges	and	large	shrubs.	This	time	the	problem	is	not	the	canopy	but	the	roots.	The	problem	of	grass	that	is	not
growing	well	in	these	situations	is	that	the	roots	surpass	the	grass	for	water	and	nutrients,	resulting	in	weak	and	spotted	grass.	"They're	not	always	trees,"	says	Waltz.	"I've	seen	big	shrubs	cause	some	of	the	same	things."	He	uses	osmanto	as	an	example.	"A	great	hedge	of	obsessive	will	smell	great,	but	those	things	come	up	to	8,	10,	12	feet	tall,	and
are	blocking	the	sun	and	preventing	the	air	movement.	Their	roots,	just	like	with	trees,	will	surpass	grass	for	light,	water,	space	and	nutrients.	The	water	and	nutrients	of	it	can	be	a	problem	because	they	will	compete	more	aggressively	for	water	and	nutrients	than	the	turf."	Once	again,	as	with	the	grass	trying	to	grow	in	too	much	shade,	he	said	that
the	grass	becomes	a	stressed	plant	in	a	poor	environment,	and	can	not	get	the	fundamental	elements	of	life	when	it	has	to	compete	with	the	great	roots	of	larger	plants.	"He's	going	to	fight	and	he's	never	gonna	be	okay."	The	solution,	as	with	shadow,	is	to	expand	the	line	of	the	bed	at	least	to	the	drop	line	of	the	tree	or	shrub.	topseller	/	Shutterstock
One	of	the	most	underrated	reasons	grass	is	not	growing	well	is	compacted	soil.	This	is	a	problem	because	plant	roots	have	to	breathe,	and	they	cannot	do	it	in	compacted	soil.	"My	analogy	is	how	many	hours	a	day	do	you	like	to	breathe	oxygen?"	asked	Waltz.	"The	answer	is	24.	The	roots	are	not	different."	In	compacted	soil,	the	ability	of	oxygen	to
move	through	the	pores	within	the	soil	until	the	roots	is	severely	limited.	Many	things	can	cause	soil	compaction.	One	is	that	the	site	for	the	lawn	was	not	properly	prepared	—	cultivated	with	organic	matter	added	to	the	ground	—	before	the	grass	seed	wasor	turf	was	laid.	This	is	common	in	many	new	housing	developments,	said	Waltz.	"The	builder
spent	money	for	everything	else,	and	it's	probably	a	little	too	far	beyond	that.The	last	thing	you	are	going	to	do	is	pay	for	someone	to	come	there	and	deep	up	to	the	lawn	or	landscape	and	break	it	up	to	6	or	8	inches	deep	and	soften	it	at	the	top	3	to	4	inches	before	never	put	the	sod	down.	I	can	say	I	almost	never	see	him.	More	often	than	not,	they
scrape	from	the	area	where	they	are	going	to	install	the	lawn,	they	get	it	a	little	smoothed	on	top,	they	could	run	a	grower	over	it	and	say	that	it	was	cultivated	and	then	they	lay	sod	with	the	green	side	on."	When	this	is	the	case,	the	compacted	soil	limits	oxygen	to	the	roots.	"And	when	you	start	limiting	oxygen	to	the	roots,	the	roots	grow	near	the
surface	of	the	soil	to	get	that	oxygen	can.	With	low	roots,	the	grass	is	more	susceptible	to	environmental	stress	such	as	heat	and	drought.	The	deeper	roots	can	grow,	the	more	the	volume	of	the	soil	the	grass	can	use	to	extract	water	and	nutrients,	helping	the	plant	to	do	so	through	periods	of	stress."	In	particular,	Waltz	said	that	there	is	a	lot	of
information	on	the	ornamental	side	about	how	to	dig	a	hole	to	plant	a	tree	or	shrub,	but	rarely	someone	emphasizes	the	preparation	of	the	ground	before	installing	grass.	"Most	landscape	architects	have	details	or	specifications	to	plant	trees,"	he	said.	"Short	of	a	built	root	zone,	I'm	not	sure	I've	ever	seen	a	'detail'	on	a	set	of	soil	preparation	plans	for
sowing	or	sowing."	Pitchayarat	Chootai	/	Shutterstock	Another	reason	why	the	soil	becomes	compacted	can	be	because	of	the	same	small	tree	that	the	contractor	planted	that	eventually	matures	and	throws	shadow	through	the	landscape.	"Ven	or	15	years	along	the	road	when	that	tree	walks	its	roots	through	the	surface	of	the	soil,	you	can	no	longer
cultivate	grass	on	it,	and	the	landlord	wonders	why,"	said	Waltz.	"When	you	end	up	having	roots	ofon	sight,	many	times	that	can	give	you	an	indication	that	you	have	a	compacted	soil.	Because	if	the	roots	of	the	tree	could	come	down,	they	would	come	down.	They	didn't	crawl	over	the	ground.	as	tree	roots	type	of	beginningand	get	bigger,	you	have	the
same	amount	of	soil	there,	so	those	roots	are	occupying	the	volume	and	space	so	that	they	are	compressing	that	soil	as	well.	Thus,	the	roots	of	the	tree	can	add	to	some	compaction	problems.	So	if	the	soil	has	not	been	prepared	well,	then	with	time	and	increase	of	the	number	of	roots	right	there	on	the	surface,	many	times	the	compaction	will	rise
also."	If	you	have	a	compacted	soil,	Waltz	recommends	the	aeration	of	the	nucleus	to	open	the	ground	to	allow	oxygen	to	descend	to	the	radical	system.	The	basic	aeration	is	typically	performed	with	a	powered	machine	that	has	a	drum	with	cable	tines	pulling	the	ground	thorns	out	of	the	lawn.	The	thorns	rest	on	the	surface	and	look	unpleasantly	for	a
short	time,	but	it	will	dissolve	again	in	the	lawn	with	rain	and	when	you	perform	your	sprinkler.	Also	aerating	3	and	4	inches	deep	can	make	all	the	difference	of	places,	Waltz	said,	stressing	that	many	meadows	need	aerating	every	year	on	a	continuous	basis.	"If	you	have	a	significant	compaction	problem,	the	lawn	may	need	to	be	aerated	core	a	couple
of	times	a	year.	This	can	be	a	two	to	three-year	trial.	After	that,	you	can	only	need	aerate	cores	every	second	or	third	year.	The	central	aeration	opens	the	ground	and	introduces	oxygen	into	the	soil	system,	benefiting	from	grass,	trees	and	soil	microorganisms."	Sometimes,	house	owners	might	notice	that	some	sections	of	the	lawn	appear	particularly
stressed	during	extreme	weather	like	drought	and	prolonged	high	temperatures.	In	this	case,	you	may	not	only	have	to	look	down,	but	below,	as	under	the	ground,	to	find	the	problem.	It	is	possible	that	an	underground	object	foresees	a	deep	root	growth	and	limits	the	root	capacity	in	that	area	to	reach	a	soil	reservoir	from	which	they	canwater	and
nutrients	to	keep	the	grass	in	that	strong	and	vibrant	area.	"There	were	times	when	I	took	my	soil	probe	in	some	areas	and	hit	the	granite	at	about	3	or	4	inches,"	said	Waltz.	"It	tends	to	see	that	it	becomes	a	problem	when	there	are	stress	problems	-	whenhot,	when	it	is	dry	and	when	the	grass	does	not	have	as	deep	a	root	system."	over	the	years,	it
has	seen	all	kinds	of	problems	with	underground	objects.	"I	also	found	debris	of	buried	construction,	although	this	should	be	illegal.	I	can't	tell	you	how	many	times	I	pulled	back	the	probe	and	found	a	piece	of	shingles	on	it	only	1,	2	or	3	inches	deep	in	the	ground.	and	all	the	time	that	the	landlord	wondered	why	this	area	is	what	seems	to	wipe	away
and	die	every	year!	If	you	do	enough	probing,	you	will	start	to	find	out	why."	Sometimes,	with	the	supervision	of	Waltz,	he	discovers	that	the	problem	is	only	hard	clay.	"the	clay	just	is	not	worked,	and	you	have	a	layer	of	narrow	clay	where	2,	3	or	4	inches	down	that	the	volume	of	soil	that	the	roots	have	to	pull	water	and	nutrients	from	is
compromised.	those	tend	to	show	up	during	extreme	stress	periods."	Unfortunately,	there	is	no	economic	or	easy	solution	for	homeowners	to	find	themselves	in	this	situation.	short	to	dig	the	lawn	and	start	over,	the	aerification	of	the	nucleus	can	be	the	only	solution,	said	waltz.	Also	this	may	be	a	problem,	though,	if	you	have	what	he	calls	shallow
soils	where	there	are	one	or	more	large	rocks	near	the	surface.	Sometimes,	he	said,	the	landlord	has	to	face	the	reality	of	"it	is	what	is"	and	manage	what	they	have.	the	final	problem	that	Waltz	meets	most	frequently	is	a	small	courtyard	around	which	leyland	cypress	was	planted	as	a	privacy	screen.	cypress	solves	a	problem	—	neighbors	can	look	in
your	yard	and	vice	versa	—	but	it	also	creates	another,	a	limited	air	flow	that	results	in	stagnant	air	because	there	is	little	to	zero	air	exchange.	"You	know	how	it	is	in	your	house	when	the	fan	doesn't	move	on	with	your	air	conditioner"?	asked	Waltz.	"the	air	in	the	house	becomes	a	little	stagnant	and	stagnant.	It's	the	samewith	a	closed	garden,
especially	if	you	have	a	little	moisture	mixed.	The	air	becomes	stale	and	a	bit	stagnant,"Emphasizing	that	lack	of	air	flow	increases	the	likelihood	that	grass	will	develop	disease	problems.	"You	have	a	weak	plant	(fat)	and	when	it	mixes	that	with	the	lack	of	air	movement	and	air	drainage,	you	run	the	risk	of	incidence	of	disease	much	higher.	The	sick
plants	do	not	live	well!"	Once	again,	correcting	this	situation	can	be	a	challenge	since	the	plants	that	are	causing	the	problem	have	been	planted	for	a	purpose,	as	to	provide	a	privacy	screen.	The	solutions,	called	Waltz,	may	include	the	use	of	something	different	from	grass	in	the	grass	area	or	trees	and	shrubs	to	promote	greater	air	flow.	Owners	can
also	do	what	golf	courses	sometimes	do	to	create	airflow	around	putting	greens,	which	is	to	install	fans	—	although	it	quickly	admits	that	this	is	not	an	economic	solution.	Reinholds	/	Shutterstock	Some	homeowners	may	think	that	they	can	add	more	fertilizers	or	aerate	more	often	to	correct	the	problems	in	which	the	grass	is	not	growing	well.	Waltz
warns	against	this.	The	real	problem,	he	says,	is	that	you	have	the	wrong	plant	in	the	wrong	place.	Therefore,	increasing	the	amount	of	input	to	try	to	get	the	grass	to	perform	in	these	situations,	especially	in	shady	places,	will	result,	at	the	best,	weak	and	tender	new	growth	that	is	susceptible	to	diseases	and	parasites.	The	disease	is	difficult	to	control
in	these	situations	because	the	environment	is	so	favorable	to	the	disease.	It's	also	likely	you're	spending	more	on	pest	control.	His	preference,	he	said,	is	to	always	help	people	grow	grass	in	a	sustainable	way,	so	that	they	do	not	always	have	to	download	what	it	considers	the	resources	above	and	beyond	in	the	landscape.	That's	not	how	he	thinks
weed	should	be	handled.	"So,	you	have	to	be	very	careful,"	Waltz	said.	Again,Is	that	what	I'm	doing	sustainable?	There's	the	wrong	plant	paradox	in	the	wrong	place.	"So,	is	the	input	actually	increasing	the	sustainable	solution?"	he	asks.	"Many	times,	I'd	say	it's	not."	karamysh	/	/Waltz	said	over	the	years	he	got	an	apology	for	the	help	of	desperate
homeowners	who	tell	him	they	can't	grow	grass,	and	now	their	HOA	is	threatening	to	fine	them	because	their	lawn	looks	so	bad.	When	it	happens,	she	visits	the	site	to	determine	what's	going	on	with	the	landlord's	lawn.	Sometimes,	its	assessment	was	that	the	site	is	not	suitable	for	turf	for	one	of	the	five	reasons	listed	above.	When	he	does,	he	stands
up	and	says	weed	cultivation	here	won't	work.	When	it	is	in	these	situations,	it	has	"being	a	supporter	of	the	plant	and	which	includes	not	setting	the	plant	to	fail".	After	all,	he	emphasizes,	plants	are	not	going	to	support	themselves.	"I	come	back	to	some	terminology	and	try	to	articulate	the	real	problem,"	he	said,	adding	that	he	does	it	in	the	emails
and	in	the	letters	to	HOAs.	He	said	that	he	was	very	honest	in	his	correspondence	and	told	HOA	that,	"you	are	asking	this	individual	to	do	something	that	is	agronomicly	sound	and	possibly	irresponsible	environmental."	I	recommended	to	a	couple	of	them	that	either	throw	away	their	alliances	or	go	back	and	rewrite	them	so	as	to	stipulate
requirements	that	are	more	agronomicly	and	environmentally.	"What	I	found	is	that	many	times	this	tends	to	be	enough.	I	didn't	get	a	lot	of	loot."	Waltz	had	other	first-hand	experiences	with	HOAs	who	made	unreasonable	demands.	"A	HOA	in	northern	Atlanta	called	me	once	and	wanted	to	bless	a	list	of	native	herbs	because	they	were	going	to	make
all	their	homeowners	put	into	native	grass.	One	of	them	was	buffalo	grass.	I	said:	"I	won't."	They	asked	me	why.	I	said:	"You're	preparing	for	a	failure."	They	asked	if	buffalo	grass	wasn't	a	native.	I	said:	"Yes,	but	not	here	in	Georgia.	It's	native	to	North	Texas,	Oklahoma	and	Kansas.	The	grass	ofHe	will	fail	here."	They	didn't	want	Bermuda	grass,
because	they	said	it's	on	site.	I'm	fine.list	of	plants.	I	said:	'Well,	this	is	your	decision	to	take,	but	as	much	open	space	and	sun	as	you	have,	it	will	be	your	most	sustainable	species.'	I	don't	know	what	became	of	this..."	For	those	with	Bermuda	grass,	Waltz	said	he	didn't	care	about	his	reputation	as	an	invasive	plant.	"The	Bermuda	grass	has	been	here
long	enough	to	have	its	citizenship,"	he	said.	Without	Bermuda	grass,	as	well	as	for	grassy	purposes,	we	would	have	a	difficult	time	to	feed	cows,	goats	and	horses,	so	being	grateful	is	a	little	invasive!	"If	you	have	a	grass	growing	problem,	I	would	start	with	your	county	extension	office	and	county	extension	agent,"	said	Waltz.	"Some	will	come	to	your
house	to	assess	your	situation.	In	urban	areas	where	a	county	has	a	million	people,	it	can	be	difficult.	So,	of	course,	they	can't	do	all	the	home	visits	they	want."	She	thinks	it's	a	better	option	than	going	to	a	lawn	care	professional	as	the	first	option.	Landscape	designers,	contractors	and	professionals	would	understand	the	problem,	he	said,	but	their
use	of	terminology	is	not	always	spot-on.	"I'm	in	the	target,	but	many	times	I'm	on	the	outer	rings	of	the	bullseye	to	articulate	exactly	what's	happening."	Extension	agents	are	specialists	in	assessing	the	problems	and	resolutions	of	the	turf.	Even	if	the	agent	cannot	go	out,	he	or	she	can	be	able	to	send	a	master	gardener	instead.	"Many	offices	will	use
gardener	volunteers,"	Waltz	said.	"The	volunteers	must	apply	and	then	be	accepted	into	the	master	gardener	program.	After	that,	they	must	go	through	a	really	wide	course	all	year	round	to	maintain	their	status	as	master	gardener	and	then	have	to	return	volunteer	hours	on	an	annual	basis.	Sometimes	those	volunteer	hours	are	a	matter	of	helping
the	county	officer	out."	The	masterIt	would	evaluate	the	site	and	may	refer	to	the	county	agent.	They	may	also	send	a	local	professional	with	whom	they	are	comfortable.	In	any	case,	Waltz	recommended:	"This	isI'd	start	if	I	were	someone	who's	having	trouble	growing	grass.	grow.
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