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Google	TV	is	the	company’s	platform	for	smart	TVs	and	set-top	boxes.	But	wait,	didn’t	Google	already	have	a	TV	platform	called	Android	TV?	And	what	about	the	Google	TV	app?	Let’s	dive	into	another	Google	naming	mess.	First	and	foremost,	Google	TV	is	still	Android	TV.	The	simplest	way	to	think	about	Google	TV	is	to	imagine	Android	TV	with	a
fresh	coat	of	paint.	Google	TV	is	similar	in	concept	to	overlays	like	Samsung’s	One	UI.	A	Samsung	Galaxy	phone	with	One	UI	is	still	running	Android.	In	the	same	way,	devices	with	Google	TV	are	still	running	Android	TV	underneath.	The	difference	here	is	One	UI	is	exclusive	to	Samsung	devices,	while	Google	TV	will	run	on	Android	TV	devices	from	all
companies.	Still	Android	TV	underneath.	The	latest	version	of	what	we	know	as	“Android	TV”	is	based	on	Android	9,	while	Google	TV	is	based	on	Android	10.	Upgrading	from	Android	TV	to	Google	TV	is	no	different	than	upgrading	from	Android	8	to	Android	9.	There’s	just	an	extra	layer	on	top.	Android	TV	Home	Screen.	Name	aside,	the	biggest
change	with	Google	TV	is	the	Home	screen.	Google	completely	revamped	the	Home	screen	experience	to	be	based	around	recommendations.	Movies	and	TV	shows	are	pulled	from	the	streaming	services	you	subscribe	to.	Google	TV	Home	Screen.	The	entire	setup	process	for	a	new	device	has	been	revamped	as	well.	Instead	of	taking	place	on	the	TV
itself,	set	up	now	happens	through	the	Google	Home	app.		During	the	setup	process,	Google	asks	you	to	choose	your	streaming	services	so	it	can	customize	the	Home	screen	recommendations.	RELATED:	How	to	Set	Up	Your	Chromecast	with	Google	TV	Another	key	component	of	the	Google	TV	Home	screen	is	the	“Watchlist.”	You	can	add	movies	and
TV	shows	to	your	Watchlist	from	Google	Search	on	your	phone,	tablet,	or	computer.	They	will	then	be	easily	accessible	from	the	Google	TV	Home	screen.	The	content	is	also	available	in	the	Google	TV	app.	That’s	right,	there’s	also	a	Google	TV	app.	The	Google	Play	Movies	&	TV	app	has	been	renamed	to	Google	TV.	It’s	still	the	place	to	rent	and
purchase	movies	and	TV	shows	in	Google’s	ecosystem,	but	now	it	also	includes	your	streaming	services	and	Watchlist.	Search	for	anything	and	Google	TV	will	tell	you	where	it	can	be	watched.	RELATED:	How	to	Get	the	Google	TV	UI	on	Android	TV	Devices	Right	Now	The	important	thing	to	know	is	Google	TV	is	still	Android	TV.	It	may	look	very
different,	but	at	the	core	they	are	the	same.	The	Home	screen	is	where	most	of	the	changes	lie,	and	older	devices	will	eventually	get	the	same	experience.	Google	isn’t	particularly	known	for	its	clear	branding.	This	is	certainly	the	case	when	it	comes	to	Chromecast,	Google	Cast,	and	Android	TV.	These	platforms	have	some	overlapping	features,	but
they’re	also	quite	different.	Let’s	take	a	look	at	all	of	them,	so	you	can	figure	out	which	one	is	right	for	you.	What	Is	Chromecast?	A	Google	Chromecast	dongle.	Chromecast	is	Google’s	branding	for	its	line	of	streaming	media	dongles.	These	devices	are	small,	affordable,	and	don’t	require	a	physical	remote	for	operation.	They	connect	to	TVs	via	HDMI
and	act	as	receivers	when	you	cast	content	from	other	devices.	The	latter	is	what	really	makes	a	Chromecast	a	Chromecast.	When	you	plug	a	Chromecast	dongle	into	your	television,	there’s	no	“home	screen”	or	any	sort	of	traditional	interface.	It’s	a	blank	canvas	waiting	to	receive	content.	The	remote	for	a	Chromecast	is	your	iPhone	or	Android
device,	tablet,	or	a	computer	with	the	Chrome	browser.	Any	time	you	see	the	Chromecast	icon	(shown	below)	in	an	app	or	on	a	website,	just	tap	it.	Select	the	device	you	want	to	cast	to,	and	your	content	will	appear.	You	can	cast	videos,	slideshows,	music,	or	even	mirror	a	screen.	Casting	is	enabled	by	a	protocol	called	Google	Cast.	Not	only	can
Google	Cast	send	streaming	video	to	a	Chromecast	dongle	connected	to	a	TV,	but	this	is	also	what	sends	music	to	a	Google	Nest	speaker.	Google	Cast	is	where	things	get	a	little	complicated.	This	merely	refers	to	the	protocol	(devices	with	the	feature	will	say	“Chromecast	built-in”).	Google	Cast	doesn’t	matter	for	Chromecast	devices,	but	it	does	come
into	play	for	an	Android	TV.	The	important	thing	to	remember	is	a	Chromecast	is	a	small	device	that	acts	solely	as	a	receiver	for	content	from	phones,	tablets,	and	browsers.	What	About	Chromecast	with	Google	TV?	The	Chromecast	with	Google	TV	is	like	any	other	Android	TV	device.	It	may	seem	confusing	with	the	“Chromecast”	branding	in	the
name,	but	you’ll	recall	that	Android	TV	devices	have	all	the	functionality	of	Chromecast	devices.	Google	is	simply	trying	to	market	it	as	a	Chromecast	with	extra	functionality.	The	thing	to	know	is	Android	TV	will	eventually	be	rebranded	as	“Google	TV.”	The	interface	you	see	on	the	Chromecast	with	Google	TV	will	slowly	make	its	way	to	other	Android
TV	devices.	In	the	future,	there	will	only	be	Chromecast	and	Google	TV,	no	Android	TV.	RELATED:	How	to	Set	Up	Your	Chromecast	with	Google	TV	What	Is	Android	TV?	Android	TV	is	a	version	of	the	Android	operating	system	for	media	devices.	It’s	usually	found	on	set-top	devices,	like	the	Nvidia	Shield,	which	are	larger	than	a	Chromecast.	However,
Android	TV	can	also	be	found	in	smaller	Chromecast-like	dongles	or	built-in	on	some	televisions.	Unlike	Chromecast,	Android	TV	devices	come	with	physical	remotes.	This	is	because	Android	TV	has	a	traditional	home	screen,	from	which	you	can	launch	apps	and	games.	It’s	similar	to	what	you	see	on	a	Roku,	Amazon	Fire	TV,	or	smart	TV.	The	Home
screen	on	an	Android	TV.	The	easiest	way	to	understand	Android	TV	is	to	think	of	a	smartphone.	It	has	an	app	store,	where	you	can	download	apps	and	games,	a	Home	screen	for	shortcuts,	and	a	Settings	menu.	RELATED:	How	to	Customize	the	Android	TV	Home	Screen	Just	like	Android	phones	and	tablets,	Android	TVs	also	include	the	Google	Play
Store.	This	allows	you	to	easily	install	apps	specifically	made	for	Android	TV	set-top	boxes.	You	can	even	install	some	high-end	games	you	can	play	with	a	controller.	The	“Chromecast	built-in”	feature	we	mentioned	previously	is	what	you’ll	find	on	your	Android	TV.	While	the	primary	method	of	interaction	will	be	the	remote	control	and	Home	screen,
you	can	also	“cast”	content	to	an	Android	TV.	just	like	you	can	with	a	Chromecast.	It’s	entirely	possible	to	use	an	Android	TV	exactly	as	you	would	a	Chromecast.	Anything	you	can	cast	to	a	Chromecast,	you	can	also	cast	to	an	Android	TV.	It	can	get	a	little	strange,	though.	For	example,	when	you	cast	a	YouTube	video,	the	YouTube	app	won’t	actually
open,	but	it	will	function	exactly	the	same	as	it	does	in	a	Chromecast.	Even	the	Android	TV	backdrop	(aka	screen	saver)	is	the	same	one	you	see	on	a	Chromecast.	The	main	difference	is	an	Android	TV	has	a	full-fledged	operating	system	behind	the	casting	functionality,	which	makes	it	a	more	powerful	media	device.	What	Isn’t	Android	TV?	This	isn’t
what	you	want.	One	thing	to	keep	in	mind	is	there’s	a	big	difference	between	Android	TV	and	plain	old	Android.	There	are	some	cheap	set-top	boxes	on	the	market	with	the	same	version	of	Android	that’s	run	on	phones.	That	version	hasn’t	been	customized	for	a	TV	interface.	Avoid	these	devices	if	you	want	a	clean,	no-fuss	experience.	Which	Is	Best	for
You?	Now	that	we’ve	covered	each	option,	you	might	be	wondering	which	one	is	the	best	choice	for	you.	This	depends	on	several	factors,	including	how	much	you	interact	with	your	TV,	what	you	like	to	watch,	and	your	budget.	Chromecasts	are	great	for	casual	entertainment	purposes,	like	watching	YouTube	videos,	streaming	Netflix	or	photo
slideshows,	and	so	on.	Many	people	use	a	Chromecast	as	the	secondary	input	on	their	TV.	If	you	primarily	watch	TV	via	cable,	a	Chromecast	is	a	cheap,	easy	way	to	add	“smart”	capabilities.	Another	benefit	of	Chromecast	is	group	watching.	Anyone	connected	to	the	same	Wi-Fi	network	as	the	Chromecast	will	be	able	to	cast	content	to	it.	Apps	like
YouTube	even	include	a	“Queue,”	so	multiple	people	can	add	videos	to	a	group	list	and	watch	them	together.	Syafiq	Adnan/Shutterstock	All	of	that	also	applies	to	Android	TV.	However,	in	addition	to	the	Chromecast	built-in	features,	Android	TV	is	a	full-fledged	operating	system	with	its	own	interface.	You	won’t	need	to	rely	on	a	phone	or	tablet	to	use
Android	TV.	Android	TV	is	also	ideal	for	more	relaxed	viewing	because	you	can	easily	browse	content	with	the	remote.	This	also	makes	Android	TV	better	for	streaming	TV	shows	and	movies.	It’s	just	much	easier	to	navigate	a	channel	guide	on	a	TV	screen	with	a	remote.	Generally,	Android	TV	devices	are	more	powerful	and	feature-rich.	You	can
connect	a	controller	and	use	it	as	a	gaming	console,	connect	an	antenna	and	watch	live	over-the-air	channels,	sideload	apps,	customize	the	screen	saver,	and	much	more.	The	final	thing	to	consider	is	pricing.	Chromecasts	are	pretty	affordable.	A	basic	model	will	cost	you	around	$30,	while	a	high-end	version	with	4K	support	runs	around	$70.	Android
TV	prices	vary.	There	are	some	options	for	around	$50,	but	the	majority	are	top-of-the-line	models	that	will	cost	you	around	$200	or	more.	However,	it’s	worth	the	money	if	you	want	a	more	complete	“smart	TV”	experience.	Chromecasts,	on	the	other	hand,	are	better	if	you	just	need	it	for	secondary	use.	It	depends	on	your	current	setup	and	what	you
want	from	your	internet-connected	TV.	More	than	600	apps	in	the	updated	catalogue	One	of	the	biggest	struggles	we've	had	with	Google's	Android	TV	so	far	has	been	the	limited	selection	of	available	apps.	Thankfully	with	a	new	update	Android	TV	has	expanded	the	breadth	of	applications	accessible	to	its	devices.With	over	600	apps	now	discoverable
there	is	a	whole	lot	more	choice	available	to	you	from	the	comfort	of	your	sofa.Instead	of	merely	highlighting	a	selection	of	compatible	TV	apps,	as	its	original	Play	store	offered,	the	new	update	allows	you	to	browse	through	the	entire	Android	TV	catalogue	at	will.As	well	as	the	increased	selection	on	offer	via	Google's	TV	operating	system	though	it's
also	delivering	improved	discoverability	too.	The	update	is	now	providing	20	curated	collections	of	apps	to	make	it	easier	to	find	new	software	or	capabilities.Google	is	fast	adding	more	functionality	to	its	TV	OS,	like	with	the	announcement	of	Android	TV	Channels	at	Google	I/O	last	week.	By	allowing	streaming	apps	to	display	a	live	stream	in	the	same
place	as	users	are	searching	through	live	broadcast	channels	it	is	ever	more	blurring	the	lines	between	new	and	traditional	media	outlets.And	this	all	makes	us	wonder	just	what,	if	anything,	Apple	has	planned	for	its	Apple	TV	when	WWDC	rolls	around	next	week.Currently	the	Apple	TV	only	has	a	strictly-controlled	70	applications	available	to	its	users
compared	with	Android	TV's	burgeoning	selections.Those	are	though	both	still	behind	the	2,000	apps	on	the	Roku	platform	and	the	1,700	on	Amazon's	Fire	TV.via	VarietyCheck	out	the	coolest	tech	from	Google	I/O
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