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North Korea’s crippling nuclear test site is turning the area into a “wasteland” where “deformed babies” are being born and 80 percent of vegetation dies off due to nuclear radiation, nearly two dozen defectors told a South Korean newspaper Monday.The Research Association of Vision of North Korea interviewed 21 North Korean defectors who lived
in Kilju, a nearby town north of the Punngye-ri nuclear test site where six tests have been conducted, and said babies were reportedly being born with birth defects and residents feared radiation contamination because of the high mortality rate for any form of life, South Korean newspaper Chosun Ilbo reported.“I personally saw corpses floating down
the river with their limbs severed." — North Korean defector"Il heard from a relative in Kilju that deformed babies were born in hospitals there,” one defector said, according to the newspaper.Another added: "I spoke on the phone with family members I left behind there and they told me that all of the underground wells dried up after the sixth
nuclear test."GRAPHIC PICTURE WARNING: A Ukrainian neurologist prepares to operate on a baby with a cancerous brain tumor at Kiev's Children's Neurological Clinic, one of four such operations conducted each day in the aftermath of the Chernobyl incident.. (Reuters)The defectors said drinking water in the town streamed down from Mount
Montap, where the nuclear tests were reportedly conducted underground. They added authorities left residents in the area to fend for themselves and provided no warning prior to the detonations or protections after. A defector who fled North Korea in 2010 recalled how only soldiers and their family members were evacuated before two tests were
conducted. "During the first nuclear test [October 2006] and second one [May 2009], only family members of soldiers were evacuated to underground shafts. Ordinary people were completely unaware of the tests,” the defector recalled.”I personally saw corpses floating down the river with their limbs severed,” the defector said, adding that local
residents were also ordered to dig “deep holes for those tests.” Photos show the effect of radiation from the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. (Reuters)The defectors claimed all forms of life struggled to stay alive. About 80 percent of trees that were planted on the mountains died off, and trout and pine mushrooms just
“disappeared” from the region when the first nuclear test was conducted in 2006."If you plant trees in the mountains there, 80 percent of them die. You can blame it on poor planting, but the number of trees that die is higher than in other mountains,” a defector said. A cow is seen with two legs protruding from its back after the Chernobyl disaster.
(Reuters)The defector accounts by Chosun Ilbo were not verified by North Korean officials, but the former North Korean residents claimed Kim Jong Un’s regime made sure none of the local residents were able to tell their stories.One person recalled, "Kilju locals who made appointments in a large hospital in Pyongyang were not allowed to enter the
capital after the sixth nuclear test.""People who boarded trains to the border with samples of soil, water and leaves from Kilju County were arrested and sent to prison camps,” another defector said.North Korea has slammed recent reports surrounding the Punngye-ri test site, calling a Japanese television’s claim that at least 200 people died when
tunnels collapsed underground as “misinformation.” The report by Asahi TV, citing a North Korean source, stated hundreds were trapped and killed while doing underground construction on the tunnel last month. Scientists believe the site was destabilized after the sixth nuclear test on Sept. 3, when a purported hydrogen bomb was detonated.
Satellite images obtained by 38 North, which specialized in North Korean issues, also showed a possible “collapsed chimney crater” at Mount Mantap.Radiation leaking and drifting across the Sea of Japan and to the Japanese islands has also been a concern. Dr. Joel Myers, the founder and chairman of AccuWeather, said lingering radiation from the
sixth nuclear test could threaten other countries. North Korean officials' hope to contain the radiation leakage within the Hermit Kingdom could change as winds pick up out of the northwest, according to Myers.President Trump spent Tuesday in South Korea during his five-country Asia tour, his first visit to the region since taking office. North Korea
immediately chastised the president, saying, "Trump, accustomed to getting money by cajoling other people, recklessly mulls...a nuclear war gambling while despising the opponent,” the state-run Korean Central News Agency reported. Warning This image is graphic Tap to reveal Click to reveal Past Results and Future Studies RERF Research No
statistically significant increase in major birth defects or other untoward pregnancy outcomes was seen among children of survivors. Monitoring of nearly all pregnancies in Hiroshima and Nagasaki began in 1948 and continued for six years. During that period, 76,626 newborn infants were examined by ABCC physicians. When surveillance began,
certain dietary staples were rationed in Japan, but ration regulations made special provision for women who were at least 20 weeks pregnant. This supplementary ration registration process enabled the identification of more than 90% of all pregnancies and the subsequent examination of birth outcomes. Physical examination of newborns during the
first two weeks after birth provided information on birth weight, prematurity, sex ratio, neonatal deaths, and major birth defects. Newborn frequencies of untoward pregnancy outcomes, stillbirths, and malformations are shown in Tables 1, 2, and 3 according to parental dose or exposure. The incidence of major birth defects (594 cases or 0.91%)
among the 65,431 registered pregnancy terminations for which parents were not biologically related accords well with a large series of contemporary Japanese births at the Tokyo Red Cross Maternity Hospital, where radiation exposure was not involved and overall malformation frequency was 0.92%. No untoward outcome showed any relation to
parental radiation dose or exposure. The most common defects seen at birth were anencephaly, cleft palate, cleft lip with or without cleft palate, club foot, polydactyly (additional finger or toe), and syndactyly (fusion of two or more fingers or toes). These abnormalities accounted for 445 of the 594 (75%) malformed infants in Table 3. Since many birth
defects, especially congenital heart disease, are not detected in the neonatal period, repeat examinations were conducted at age eight to ten months. Among the 18,876 children re-examined at that age, 378 had one or more major birth defect (2.00%), compared with 0.97% within two weeks of birth. Again, there was no evidence of relationships to
radiation dose. Table 1. Untoward pregnancy outcomes (stillbirths, malformations, and neonatal deaths within two weeks of birth) among A-bomb survivors, by parental radiation doses and cases/children examined, 1948-1953 Mother’s weighted dose (Gy) Father’s weighted dose (Gy)
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